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Biloxi firefighter Mike Watts puts up an
American flag at the city’s historical flag
display next to the Biloxi Lighthouse on
U.S. 90 Tuesday afternoon. Mayor A.J.
Holloway ordered the display changed to
eight U.S. flags; American flags at munici-
pal buildings are being flown at half-staff.
‘This is a time of national tragedy,’ Hollo-
way said. ‘We must show unified support
for our country. I encourage all citizens to
show their support by flying the American
flag, and praying for the victims and their
families.’
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Mostly sun-
shine
High: 88º
Low: 72º

Winds from NE at 10-20 knots
Relative humidity: 70%;
Weather, C-6
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A, large slow-moving storm sys-
tem in the Gulf of Mexico off
southwest Florida could become a
tropical depression today, A-9
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INDEX Hot college prospect
Harrison Central quarterback Jeremy

Lee is making a name for himself with
college recruiters. Lee is being courted
by schools such as Stanford, Colorado,
Jackson State and Southern,  D-4
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WHAT NOW?
With thousands dead, friends and families grieve 

and a nation struggles with a devastating attack on native soil.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Firefighters make their way through rubble Tuesday after terrorists crashed two hijacked airliners into the World Trade Center in New York City, bringing the twin
110-story towers crumbling to the ground. The audacious attack on U.S. soil, coupled with an attack on the Pentagon, claimed the lives of thousands of people.

By DAVID CRARY
and JERRY SCHWARTZ
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

 
WASHINGTON — In the most devas-

tating terrorist onslaught ever waged
against the United States, knife-
wielding hijackers crashed two airlin-
ers into the World Trade Center on
Tuesday, toppling its twin 110-story
towers. The deadly calamity was wit-
nessed on televisions across the world
as another plane slammed into the
Pentagon, and a fourth crashed out-
side Pittsburgh.

U.S. officials began piecing together
a case linking terrorist mastermind
Osama bin Laden to the attack, aided
by an intercept of communications
between his supporters and harrowing
cell phone calls from victims aboard
the jetliners before they crashed on
Tuesday.

U.S. intelligence intercepted com-
munications between bin Laden sup-
porters discussing the attacks on the
World Trade Center and Pentagon,

according to Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch,
the top Republican on the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee.

‘‘They have an intercept of some
information that included people asso-
ciated with bin Laden who acknowl-
edged a couple of targets were hit,’’
Hatch said in an interview with The
Associated Press. He declined to be
more specific.

Hatch also said law enforcement has
data possibly linking one person on
one of the four ill-fated flights to bin
Laden’s organization.

Government and industry officials
said at least one flight attendant and
two passengers called from three of
the planes as they were being forced
down in New York and Washington.

The callers indicated hijackers

Terror from air
kills thousands
Intercepted calls point to bin Laden  

                  Please see Terror, A-6

Emergency contact numbers, A-6

Prayer soothes
hurting nation

Coast residents join a
weeping nation in turning
to prayer for solace. At
offices, homes, schools
and churches, people are
gathering to pray,  A-3

“As I watch the billowing clouds
of smoke and debris issuing
from the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon, one image
keeps coming to mind: Pearl
Harbor. These attacks are
cowardly acts equal to a

declaration of war against the
United States. Only this time, we

are not certain who is the
enemy. May God bless and

protect this nation, the people
of this nation, and bring comfort
to those whose lives have been

affected by this tragedy.”
More Sound Offs, A-2

SPECIAL 
EDITION

Gas stations
are gouging

Gov. Ronnie Musgrove
declares a state of emer-
gency in response to sta-
tions hiking gas prices.
The state is investigating
price gouging and anti-
trust violations, A-6

Gun owners
grab ammo

“Some people think this
could be the beginning of
the end, and others think
we might be getting ready
to go to war,” gun-shop
owner says as customers
flood store to stock up on
ammunition, A-3

Donors line up
Hundreds of Coast resi-

dents turn out to give
blood for victims of Tues-
day’s attacks. Collection
hours have been
expanded for today, A-4

SOUND OFF OF THE DAY

Games halted
For the first time since

1945, the entire day’s
baseball schedule is can-
celed, World Cup soccer
matches are postponed,
racetracks are dark, and
the NCAA and NFL are
considering whether to go
ahead with weekend
games, D-1

Tragedy
reaches 
to Coast 

By GEOFF PENDER
THE SUN HERALD

 
Coast families went through the

depths of agony after Tuesday’s ter-
rorist attacks, waiting to hear from
loved ones living in or visiting Man-
hattan or Washington, D.C.

For many, relief came in the form
of a telephone call or an e-mail mes-
sage that their family or friends
were OK.

But for some the agony continued
late Tuesday, and phone service
into or out of each city remained
hit-and-miss.

“We still haven’t heard anything,”
Ronald Brown, a Gulfport physician,
said of his son-in-law Stephen Pou-
los, who works for an insurance
company on the 105th floor of the
World Trade Center in Manhattan.

An agonizing day 
waiting for word

                   Please see Coast, A-6


